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Special attention will be given in this issue to reporting of recent meetings of the 
Association and of its committees, as we understand, from current comment, that this 
constitutes the principal value of the Bulletin to members. 


FALL About half the association membership attended the special general meet- 
MEETING ing held in the Hotel Georgia, Vancouver, on September 12th, which was 


called to re-consider resolutions adopted at the 1937 annual conference. 
General opinion after the smoke of battle had rolled away, was that the meeting had 
proved to be one of the most successful of recent years. Members had been provided in 
advance with notice of the full agenda, and every opportunity was given for full and 
free discussion of every question. The press was excluded, and the heavy artillery 
rolled without let or hindrance, battery and cowmter-battery, with occasional sputter- 
ing and jamming of machine-guns in the southern sector. lMusketry, as too often, was 
conspicuous by its silence. In any case the air was cleared and members went home with 
a fine feeling of goodwill and the impression that good progress had been made toward 
a better understanding of each other and of library issues, and toward definite attain- 
ment of association objectives. With this attempt to give the atmosphere of the meet- 
ing (air-conditioned), we will confine further reporting to a terse account of discus- 
sion and resolutions. 


In the first place, in order to permit full and free discussion of the matters derlt 
with in the 1957 resolutions, a blanket motion was adopted rescinding them, after which 
each one was taken up afresh and dealt with seriatin. 


LIBRARY After a good deal of discussion it was resolved that in view of changed 
SURVEY . conditions since the library survey that was completed in 1928, the Assoc- 


1927-1928 iation should ask*the Public Library Commission to examine the Report of 
the Library Survey, 1927-1926, and to report what, if any, changes should 
be made in the aeeeanaieel of the peineiples of the report to current conditions. . 





ADMINISTRATION There was more lengthy discussion of the question as to whethef the 
OF PUBLIC Provincial Government should put the administration of: the Public. Lib- 
LIBRARIES ACT raries Act under the Department of Hducation instead of under that of 


” 


the Provincial Secretary, reference being madé to recommendations of the 


Library Survey, and to current practice in the United Kingdom and other countries. The 


opinion was expressed that the advocacy of such a change should be guided in part by 

thorough investigation of new and changing cmditions, and it was finally decided to 

lay this question on the table until after revision of the Keport of the Library Sur- 
vey, 1927-1928. 


PUBLIC Reference was again made to the Library Survey, in which a larger and 
LIBRARY more representativo library commission is recommended. After considerable 


COMMISSION: discussion it was resolved: That this Association requests that the proe- 
fessional librarians of British Columbia be given adequate representation 
on an enlarged Public Library Commission. 


LIBRARY In view of tho fact that after the 1937 conference, appointment had been 
EXTENSION made of a librarian in charge of library extension for the Public Library 


Commission, as had been indicated by Mir. Lidster at that ‘time, no new 
motion was introduced at this mecting. 
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In dipoussion of this question, which is of very great importance to 


OF SCHOOL public libraries as well as schools, there was sone difference of view- 
LI il point as to which was the greater need, expansion of school library 


services or appointment of a provincial officer to supervise their sys- 
tematic organization. The latter was recognized as the first need, in a resolution 
urgently requesting the Honourable the Minister of Education to make early provision 
for the appointment of a Superintendent of School Libraries. 


INSTITUTIONAL There was a Similar difference of opinion as to whether the appointment 
BRAi.1 ES of a supervisor of institutional libraries should precede a more ade- 
quate provision of library books for prisons, asylums and hospitals. 
In the light of unofficial information that there was a good chance of early improve- 
ment in the latter direction, it was decided to ask at this time only that sympathetic 
consideration be given to providing more funds for books. 


REVISION, OF Mr. Lidster pointed out that needed amendments had of late been made to 
P,b-. Act the Public Libraries Act, and that the consolidated act was now embod- 





ied in the recently revised statutes. In his opinion,. British Columbia 
library legislation compared favorably with other library acts and no further change 
was needed. In view of this advice, no further action was taken. 


No motion was introduced in connection with summer library schools, as this matter had 
already been taken in hand. 


PROVINCIAL AID No further action was taken on this question, the matter being fully 
covered by another resolution adopted at the 1937 conference, and the 
question being now in the hands of a special committee which would report later. 


Copics of the above resolutions were forwarded to Hon. Dre G.iM.. Weir, Provincial Sec- 
retary. Following the formal business of the meeting, Miss Clay described briefly the 
work of the Committee on Re-organization of the Constitutional Structure of the A.L.a., 
and lir. Morison reported on activities of the Publicity Committee. 


EXECUTIVE MEET- The second mecting of this year's executive was held in Vancouver on 
ING, NOV. 5th November 5th, when plans were discussed for next year's annual confer- 
encee An invitation was received from the Vancouver Island Union Lib-1 
rary Board to meet in Nanaimo, which the executive felt inclined to accept, but as it 
was hoped that Lady Tweedsmuir might accept the invitation to be the guest of the 
Association at this conference, final decision as to time and place was laid over, 
pending further information as to the itinerary of the vice-regal party in the spring. 


Consideration was given to the criticism of school librarian manbers of the Association 
jn respect of mectings being held on days of the week, or during houis of the day, when 
it was very difficult for them to attend. The same of course holds true of a consider- 
able proportion of the membership, but this factor will be kept in mind in future mect- 
ings. at the same time it was felt that school librarians were entitled to considera- 
tion from their employing boards in the matter of attendance at their professional: an- 
nual conferences, just as in the case of university, public, and other institutional 
libraries. The executive committce was impressed with the importance of the greatest 
possible cooperation with this ecction of the membership, and the President will con- 
sult with the. executives of the Vancouver School Library Association, and of the School 
Librarians' Section of the Secondary School Tzachers Association of the Lower Mainland, 
with a view to furthor professional collaboration. 
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t Another criticism of confcrence programs is that not mough time is de- 

AGEND, voted to gencral business and "good and welfare", as contrasted with the 
usual half day turned over to the discussion of a formal "theme". Sup- 

porting this view, the critics point to the success of the last special general meeting. 
The suggestion will be kept in mind for the 1939 conference. The executive itself has 
an important recommendation to make in the same direction: the request that any member 
wishing to introduce a resolution or bring up a question for discussion, notify the 
secretary in advance, so that the notice of meeting may give each member as much inforn- 
ation as possible about the agenda. Resolutions and subjects for discussion should be 
sent at any time to the secretary, Miss S. Shopland, Librarian, Provincial Normal 
School, Vancouver, and at least three weeks in advance of the conference. This will 
not preclude bringing in other new business at the meeting, but a prime objective is to 
avoid rushing through a long list of resolutions presented by a committee in the last 
few minutes of a long day. It will be seen by the foregoing criticisms and suggestions, 
that the success of the conference lies very largely in the hands of members at large, 
and the executive is only too anxious to cooperate with them in arranging a program 
that will be of interest and value to all. 


LIBRARY SURVEY As the Public Library Commission has declared its intention of reviewing 

the Report of the Library Survey, 1927-1928, within the next year, the 
executive appointed a special committee, with Miss Clay as chairman, to stand by in read- 
iness to cooperate with the Commission.if called upon. 


PROVINCIAL AID Interim reports were received from standing committees. The Committee 
on Provincial Aid reported that in an interview with Hon. Dr. Weir, Pro- 
vincial Secretary, the committee's recommendations had been received very sympathetical-, 
ly and that they were now under consideration by the proper authorities. 





PUBLIC The Public Documents Committee reported that an excellent checklist had 
DOCULENTS been prepared by Dr. Lamb's Department, listing all provincial documents 


from the time of British Columbia's entering confederation. It would 
cost approximately $500 to have this printed, and the executive voted $50 towards this 
objective, recommending that a further sum be voted next year. Other income could be 
expected from sales and other sources. 


ADULT A full and interesting report was submitted by the Committee on Planning 


BDUCATION and adult Education. Vancouver Public Library is conducting its fifth 


. season of adult education lectures on Music, Landmark Books, and Contemp- 
orary Literature, September 14-March 15.° Two hundred and fifteen people applied for the 
gourse, and fifty had to be turned away. | 


Victoria Public Library cooperates with various educational organizations, such as the 
Y¥.M.C.A-, the Y.Wi.C.A., the Department of University Extension. It also works with 
study groups, providing books and reading-lists. It is suggested by the executive that 
Victoria Public would doubtless be glad to supply these lists to other libraries or 
individuals interested. 


The Provincial Library assists those engaged in serious study and research, special at- 
tention being given to readers in isolated areas and to students taking U.B.C. exten- 
sion courses. The Open Shelf Division also cooperates with the summer dramatic school 
at Qualicum, and other study groups in music and dramatics, and, latterly, with the 
Rural Occupational Schools which are being organized this winter by the Department of 
University Extension in connection with the Dominion-Provincial youth-training program. 
In order to further extend the use made of the Open Shelf Division, it is being advert- 
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ised through the post offices in the Kootenay, and by rcquesting present users of the 
service to tell their friends about it. The Prince George Division of the Public Lib- 
rary Commission provides open shelf service in that area to individual readors, espec- 
ially to teachers and other professional men and women; and it also handles travelling 
libraries for the district. Close contact is made with Library Associations and other 
community organizations, and with study groups in Prince George sponsored by the Adult 
Education association. 


Study groups are organized and assisted by the union libraries, where the respective 
library staffs have particularly close contact with organizations and individual readers 
throughout their territories. Active sponsorship of study clubds is hampered by pressure 
of administrative duties and routine, but interesting and valuable progress has been 
made in this direction. There is also close cooperation with the Department of Univers- 
ity Extension in providing books and rcadinglists in connection with extension lectures, 
study clubs, and students taking dirccted rcading-courses. 


New \:estminstor Public Library is doing good work with study clubs and other organiza- 
tions intercstcd in community problems and other subjects. It is of course difficult, 
and perhaps unnecessary, to try to differcntiate any particular “adult education" phase 
of public library work from the continuous daily grind of the “poor man's university" in 
providing hundreds, thousands of books on every possible cducational question man can 
think of. 


There is hardly room here’ to do more than very briefly sketch the report of activitics 
in the steadily developing Department of University Extension at U.B.C. a wide rango 

of correspondence courses is offered, from English Composition to Amateur Gardening. 
Annotated booklists are prepared by the Extension Library. Forums and study clubs are 
organized in various parts of the province. Short courses in dramatics, of from thrcc 
to five days, are conducted at centres throughout the province. Service in onc-act and 
longer plays is offered from a collection of five hundred plays, which will shortly be 
increased to 2,500. a course is offered in playwriting. -Good work is done in radio and 
extension lectures. In the ficld of visual cducation, the Bepartment has a .good stock 
of lantern slides and provides information as to sources for films and other facilities. 
The Kural Occupational Schools, already mentioned, constitute an interesting new venture. 
Wie had the pleasure of visiting the first of those, at Hazelmere in Surrey lnicipality. 
Unemployed boys and girls had come from some miles around for two wecks school in the 
Hazelmere Community Hall, where they were busy studying and working from nine o'clock in 
the morning to six in the cvoning = agriculture, home crafts, dramatics, etc., ctc. 
Evenings were. devoted to dancing and other recreations, when the students were hosts to 
the “old folks" - a laboratory of community leadership. Students were told how they 
could continue their studics through sclf-cducation, using the facilitics of the Fraser 
Valley Union Library afforded them through the Hazclmore Branch. From. here the school 
was moving north, where it was booked up to Christmas. 


PUBLICITY Perhaps the most important activity reported by the Pudlicity Committee 
C OMI TTEE is the serics of brosdcasts by different librarics. advice and sugges- 


tions have been obtained from the Publicity Division of-a.L.a. and from 
tho Washington State Library. Okanagan Union Library has beon conducting regular weekly 
broadcasts for-more than a year, this winter increasing them to two per week: one a chil- 
dren's story period, the other general library news and book reviews. ‘Fraser Vallcy 
Union Library is running a secrics of cight weckly broadcasts over Station CHWK, and 


.Vancouver Public Library has just started a scrics of six broadcasts over CJOR - Monday 


evenings at 7.45. 
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Newspaper publicity is appearing from time to time, usually provided by individual lib- 
raries. The committee's cfforts in this respect have not met with very general success, 
but the Vancouver and Victoria sections are doing good work. A central clearing-house 
for library news is probably too much to hope for until the association can afford to 
employ or enslave someone who has time to take care of ite The Victoria section is also 
organizing an essay contest on library topics, circularizing library associations and 
other interested parties on Vancouver Island. It is hoped in this way to increase gen- 
c¢ral library interest and activity, and mayhap gather good publicity matcrial as we go. 
Depending on the success of the Victoria project, the plan may be later extended to the 
mainland. 


Ei ZEALAND Wie have good news from sister dominions across the seas. First, a let- 
ter from ilre I.D.H. Hall, Clork of the House of heprescntatives in Now 

Zealand, who visited British Columbia two years ago in the course of a rather extensive 
tour of inspection of library systems in various parts of the world. He writes that © 
the Munn-Barr Report on New Zealand Libraries recommended a system based on the English 
County Library System, and advised governmmt aid “in kind" rather than in cash. It 
was found that the Government was prepared to adopt this suggestion on a much more com- 
prehensive scale than had becn hoped for, and the Rural Library Service is the result. 
Although it is recognized in New Zcaland that library service is the responsibility of 
local governing bodies, the government is taking a large share in the maintenance and 
extonsion of this work. Very bricfly, a service of books is offered on a contract basis 
at a very low rate to subscription libraries, which are still an important feature of 
library service in this country. A free service of books is offered to free public lib- 
raries, in varying amounts proportionate to funds spent by the local bodies on library 
scrvice. The response to this service, only started at the time that iir.e Hall wrote, 
was good, and we hope to have further reports at an early date. 


SOUTH AFRICA News from South Africa comes in a letter from Mr. R.F. Konnedy, librar- 

ian of Johannesburg Public Library, who visited British Columbia about 
a year ago. He appears to have been much impressed with the book-van service in the 
Fraser Valley - with “the pcople waiting under their umbrellas for their fortnight's 
reading"- and he reported to his library board: "at wagon stops the librarian makes 
good contact with the people, recommending books and taking a note of individual re- 
quirements. among books taken out were books on bee-keeping, diesel engines, acro- 
planes, the Great Wiar and the raising of phcasants. The type of book chosen by the 
people at stops was of a high standard. I noted with interest that "Little Karoo" and 
"God's Stepchildren" were anongst those borrowed...This service is a great boon to the 
district served, and after secing the enthusiasm with which the van is awaited and re- 
ceived, and the good type of book borrowed, ‘it is impressed on mo! that 4t is making 
an immense contribution to the mental and spiritual welfare of the people served." 





Mr Kennedy's enthusiasm carricd over to his library board, whom he persuaded to start 
a bookmobile scrvice too, lire Kennedy recommending a 3-ton Ford truck - double the 
capacity of the Fraser Vallcy book-van. Of course they have money to spend down thore: 
and they spend it. As the gloom of the depression decpened elsewhere, the prosperity 
of this gold producer brightcmed. as a matter of fact Johannesburg Public Library is 
built on a gold formation; but they did not bother to dig out more than enough to make 
a hole big mough to put the library in -- an ideal better ‘ole for any public library! 
The library's 1937 budgcot was 45,259 pounds sterling, to sorve a "European" population 
of 257,530. (There is in addition a large native population, but as far as public lib- 
rary servicc is concerned, the dark-complcxioned people just don't exist: they are not 
even European, much less Nordic!) 
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VaNC OUVER It is hoped that most of our readers saw the interesting article in the 
YOUNG ADULTS November 6th issue of the Vancouver Province, describing the fine work 


being done, under the supervision of lliss Isabel litTavish, in the Charles 
Dickens Room of the Vancouver Public Library. We had intended to give some account of it 
in this issue of the Bulletin, but we will simply mention cssential features, for the 
benefit of those who may not have read about it in the newspaper. 


The Charles Dickens Room is the intermediate department for the exclusive use of children 
from 'tcen-age to adulthood. Quoting from a letter from Miss McTavish;- "Briefly the 
Charles Dickens Room has a three-point program:- 1. To be library conscious - that is, for 
the assistant to be familiar with the resources of the whole library, so that the Charles 
Diskens collection will serve to whet the appetite for reading, and lead the young readers 
to all points in the adult library. 2. To be youth conscious - that is to be both famil- 
iar with books suitable for the reading interests and capabilities of young people; and 
to know something about the nature and interests of the group generally. 3. To be com 
munity conscious = to know what other organizations and institutions in the commnity are 
doing for young people, in order to understand interests broader than reading interests." 











Miss licTavish recently undertook the special study of this phase cf library work, as an 
A-J.4. scholarship under the direction of the Graduate Library School of the University 
of Chicago. Librarians in the province will be glad to know that such a fine start is 
being made in this field, providing a local model on which we hope similar departments 
may be patterned in other libraries. 


P ONs»LS It has been suggested that we include a personal page in the Bulletin, 
and we pass on to every.member the request to freely send in copy for 
this departm nt. Wwe want to cover more than the waterfront. 


Wie are glad to welcome back to British Columbia, Dr. Helen G. Stewart, who has concluded 
her work at Baton Kouge, Louisiana, and is following the back-to-the-land movement, plan- 
ning to settle on Vancouver Island, in the lunicipality of Saanich, where, believe it or 
not, residents not only are without any municipal library service, but are disallowed use 
of the néighboring Victoria Public Library, even by payment of a non-resident fec. Sure- 
ly another world to conquer! Dr. Stewart looks forward to spending most of her time in 
B,C., with excursions into the profossional field. In fact, hardly had she set foot in 
B.C. after a ten thbusand mile trip, when she reccived an S.0.S. to go down to South 
Carolina and help out with a regional library project. 


On November l2th the marriage took place of Miss G.M. Garesche, formerly head of the Fine 
Arts Division of the Vancouvor Public Reference Department, to lr. Charles We Cropp, of 
Vancouver. Mr. and Mrs. Cropp have the cordial good wishes of many friends in Vancouver 
and Victoria. 


The ongagement is annouhced of iliss. Nancy Rudolph, also of Vancouver Public Library, to 
lire. Lindsay Carter, of Vancouver, the marriage to take place onNovomber 19th. Mr. and 
Mrs. Carter will reside in West Vancouver. 

Miss Nancy Harvey, formerly secretary to Mr. Robinson in the Vancouver Public Library, is 
attending library school at the University of Washington. Iliss Harvey organized several 
lending libraries in Vancouver, and later held an important pecretarial position in the 
Orient. . younger sister, also formerly of the V.P.L. staff, is still in the Orient. 


We note with pleasare the re-appointment of iir. H. Norman Lidster to the Public Library 
Commission, and the new appointment of Mr. E.S. Robinson. Vic extend to them our cordial 
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congratulations, and to Mrs. Boyle who has retired from the Commission after many years 
of activity, we wish to express sincere appreciation of her great interest in library 


PLOYMENT We have now to interpolate an important committee report, left out of 
Cyl TTER its proper place through the carelessness of the printer's devil. 


4 fine, thorough job is being done by the Employment Committee. Circu- 
lar letters have been sent to employing librarians, asking for the names of librarians 


' known to them to be out of work or on less than half time. Certain library schools have 


been asked to provide information about new graduates, confidential to employers seeking 
‘the information. Each unemployed librarian is provided with a list of prospective employ- 
ers in the province. The superintendents of schools in Victoria and Vancouver have been 
supplied with the names of teachers who took the short library course at U.B.C. summer 
school, and also with the list of unemployed graduate librarians. «a card file is kept in 
the office of the chairman (Miss Dorothy B. Kelly, U.B.C. Library), giving standard in- 
formation about applicants. Employing librarians are provided with periodically revised 
lists of unemployed. and it is very good to know that this list has recently been reduc- 
ed from fourteen, about the middle of October, to seven at the time of the executive 
meeting, November 5th. and of those seven, one was understood to have excellent chances 
‘of an early appointment. 


ME SCELLANEOUS Publicity suggestion from Enoch Pratt. Window display of discarded 

books, calculated to apprise the public that library stock is not cast- 
jron or steel-bound - that it costs money to keep it repaired and replenished. It occurs 
to us that the exhibit might possibly be improved on by having a double section: the old 
and the new; preferably the self-same titles before and after they have been through the 
library mill. 


For sustained interest in weekly book reviews in the newspaper, how about an occasional 
"continuation" - book review series? For example, one library has been asked for a “two- 
foot shelf of books": a list of representative, popular, library books in each of Dewey's 
notorious main divisions, providing a popular grasp of ALL KNOWLEDGE. 


4&4 true story to lighten the professional grind. A reader recently came into a small 
rural library branch, fuming about a’ shocking book that she had just read and condemned 
as utterly unfit for public library consumption, and intimating that the local custodian 
should read all new books before they were permitted to circulate. The guardian of books 
and public morals courteously offered to give the mtter her attention if the reader 
would let her have the objectionable volume. "Oh, not to-day", she replied."I would like 
to have a renewal on it; my husband has not‘ finishod reading it yet". 


Library boners gleaned in the Frasor Valley. Kequests have been received for "Sherlock 
Holmes", by Ralph Connor; "The Good Earth", by Berta Ruck; “Outcask of Canada", by Fripp; 
"Gordon the Grocery Man", by Harold Bell Wright; “Sahara, the armament King"; "The De- 
serted Village", by Oliver Goldschmidt; and axel Munthe's "Story of Sam McKellor". There 
is a fine sense of scientific definition and precision in the following requests:- 
author: Morton. Title: In search of Ireland. Subject: Topography. 
author: Ruben. Title: Eugenics and sex. Subject: Harmony. 
Author: ----- Title: aquatic fish. Subject; Fish. 
author: Bromley. Title: Birth control. Subject: Useful arts. 

RHEKKKKKEKEE 
Editor's note:- Wie took up with the President the master of submitting copy before pub- 
lication of the Bulletin, but he did not appear to be worried; so we continue this sin 
of omission. Confidentially, we are afraid of the scissors -- and will probably get the 
axes 











